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Ray Of Hope 

Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.” 

(Isaiah 56:7) 

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-sixth year of Ministry. 
MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,   

make disciples of every person everywhere.   
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19) 
“This is the time we need to shine.”  

“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”   
Veronica Floyd, Moderator 

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor 

A very special welcome to our visitors.    
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.   

Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ     
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE – 2011) 

 

Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel com-

fortable.  We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite 

you to share in our joy!  After the Worship  Service, please join us for a time of re-

freshments and sharing. 

February 23, 2020 Epiphany Week 8, Year A 
Black History Month WK 4 

Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient 
ecumenical consensus.   St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk 

and theologian, described it as 
“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.” 

Scripture Readings for this worship event:   

First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 

106 

Psalm: Psalm 103 selected verses - responsorial in this 
bulletin. 

Second Reading: 1 Cor. 3:16-23 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 167 

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 NRSV 2ND Testament page 5                                                                                                                                  
We suggest you find these Scripture readings in your Bible 

and place a marker in them before the Worship begins.  The 

readings are also printed in this bulletin for your conven-

ience.)  
*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the 

“New” Testament.  The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are 

found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament 

numbers are found in the later portion.  If this confuses you just 

ask someone around you to assist you.  Thank you.   
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First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 106 

The LORD said to Moses, 

"Speak to the whole Israelite community and tell them: 

Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy. 

 

"You shall not bear hatred for your brother or sister in your 

heart.  Though you may have to reprove your fellow citizen, 

do not incur sin because of him.  Take no revenge and cherish 

no grudge against any of your people.  You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.  I am the LORD." 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 103 selected verses 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 

and all my being, bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and forget not all God’s benefits. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

The Lord pardons all your iniquities, 

heals all your ills. 

The Lord redeems your life from destruction, 

and crowns you with kindness and compassion. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Merciful and gracious is the LORD, 

slow to anger and abounding in kindness. 

Not according to our sins does the Lord deal with us, 

nor does God requite us according to our crimes. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has God put our transgressions from us. 

As parents have compassion on their children, 
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so the LORD has compassion on those who love God. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Second Reading: 1 Cor. 3:16-23 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 167 

16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you?   17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God 

will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are 

that temple. 

18 Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in 

this age, you should become fools so that you may become 

wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 

For it is written, 

“He catches the wise in their craftiness,” (Job 5:13) 
20 and again, 

“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 

    that they are futile.”  (Psalm 94:11) 
21 So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are 

yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life 

or death or the present or the future—all belong to you, 23 and 

you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. (1 Cor 1:12 

repeated) 

(New Living Translation: 1 Cor 3:22b-23 “Everything belongs to 

you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.”) 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 NRSV 2ND Testament page 5 

Concerning Retaliation 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. 

But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 
40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your 

cloak as well; 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go 

also the second mile. 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, 

and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
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Love for Enemies 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neigh-

bor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your ene-

mies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may 

be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise 

on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous 

and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, 

what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 

the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, 

what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gen-

tiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect. 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon: Rev. Benedict 

===================================== 

THE POWER OF THE NAME OF JESUS,  THE SIGN OF THE 

CROSS: In the Name of God, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

Galatians 6:9New King James Version (NKJV) 
9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season 

we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 

---------------------------------------- 
1 Cor . 3:16-17  
16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 

you?   17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For 

God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

1 Cor. 6:19 
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple[f] of the Holy Spirit within 

you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you 

were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.  

 

Matthew 5:22 This verse has also recently become part of the debate over 
the New Testament view of homosexuality. Some scholars have argued 
that raca can mean effeminate, and was a term of abuse for homosexuals. 
Similarly moros can also refer to a homosexual aggressor; as Genesis 19:4-
6. From Semitic cognates Warren Johansson argued that the word was 
an Aramaic pejorative, similar to the English words faggot or fairy. By these 
interpretations Jesus could be specifically condemn-
ing homophobia.  ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_5:22  ) 

=========================== 
Kader, Rev. Samuel. Openly Gay, Openly Christian: How the Bible Really Is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor.+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28471f
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effeminate
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2019:4%E2%80%9319:6&version=mev
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2019:4%E2%80%9319:6&version=mev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semitic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aramaic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_5:22
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Gay Friendly (Kindle Locations 2124-2125). SEGR Publishing LLC. Kindle 
Edition. 
Don’t Quote Jesus When You Call Us Names 
Professor Paul Halsall at Fordham University, New York, has noted that 
Matthew 5: 22 appears to be a gay friendly scripture. 44 Traditionally it is 
translated as: 

“But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother with-
out a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember-
est that thy brother hath ought against thee; (Matt 5: 22-23 KJV) 
 Here Jesus condemns anyone who calls his brother cer-
tain names, and may be in danger of judgment for doing so. 
 In consulting the Greek Text, according to Halsall the im-
portant words are Raca/ Rhaka, and fool/ moros. 
 Professor Halsall comments, 

“Rhaka is not a Greek word. This seems to be its only oc-
currence in a Greek text, and LSJ merely states that it is 
Hebrew. Most translations either ignore the word, or 
note it as a general term of abuse. Greenberg relying on 
the work of Warren Johannssen points out that its roots 
in a variety of Semitic languages mean soft [Hebrew 
rakha] and carries a connotation of effeminacy or weak-
ness. The Akkadian word raq is used to denote a woman’s 
name or occupation, and its graphic representation in 
Akkadian derives from a Summerian symbol for woman. 
In other words it can be argued that Raca [applied here to 
a brother] is an accusation of “sissy”, or perhaps 
“catamite.” 45 

 Halsall further states “This argument works better if the 
word Moros is considered. The word can mean fool, but it also has 
the amply used connotation of sexual aggressor, or even homosex-
ual aggressor. LSJ9 confirms this, although Johannsen makes much 
more of it. It could reasonably be argued then that Jesus’ words 
here 

(Kader, Rev. Samuel. Openly Gay, Openly Christian: How the Bible Really Is Gay Friendly (Kindle Locations 2125-2143). SEGR 
Publishing LLC. Kindle Edition.) 

condemn those who abuse others about their homosexuality.” 46 
  In other words it could be translated as: 

“But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother sissy will be answera-
ble to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says “You bugger” will be liable 
to fiery Gehenna.” 47 

 If this were the intent Jesus had when stating these words, then 
those who verbally abuse gays are themselves in danger of hell for calling 
gays unkind and cruel names.-------------------------------------------------------------



6 

6 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Black History Month    http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/

Black_History.htm  

Bible Enrichment Session  Tuesday February 25  6:30 PM   
Thursday February 27 Elmira LGBTQIS Social Group Mov-
ie : Paragraph 175.  In honor of the 75th anniversary of Ausch-
witz - Birkenau Nazi concentration camp in Poland liberation.  
For more information Click Here. 
Ash Wednesday  February 26  7:00 pm All City @ Park 

Church.  Choir meets at 6:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday April 5 

Holy Thursday April 9 

Good Friday April 10 

Holy Saturday April 11 

Resurrection Sunday Brunch April 12  

Inquiries Classes 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

IC 1 March 4 Statement of Faith and Purpose  Brother leads 

IC 2 March 11 Worship Common Threads  Lisa and Brother 

IC 3 March 18 Polity and Practice Bylaws  Veronica Leads 

Laetare Sunday March 22  Rejoice - Rose in Lent 

IC 4 March 25  Sexuality 1 Lisa and Brother 

IC 5 April  1  Sexuality 2 Lisa and Brother 

--------------------------------------- 
41 The Spirit Filled Life Bible, New King James Version, Thomas Nelson Publishing, Nashville, 
1991. 
42 pg. 935 
43 ibid. 
 44 http:// www.bway.net/ ∼ halsall/ lgbh/ lgbh-matt5. html    
45 ibid.    
46 ibid.    
47 ibid. 
Kader, Rev. Samuel. Openly Gay, Openly Christian: How the Bible Really Is Gay Friendly (Kindle Locations 

2143-2154). SEGR Publishing LLC. Kindle Edition. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS 

General Offering for last week;  Worship February 16, 

2020—  $143.00  Attendance– 8.  Bible Enrichment  February 

11 $11.00.  Special Gifts: For all these gifts we give thanks and 

praise. 

January 27, 2020 was the 75th anniversary of the Auschwitz - Birkenau Nazi concen-

tration camp in Poland liberation.  More than 1 million people were killed in the gas 

chambers at Auschwitz, the vast majority were Jews.  There were also gay and lesbian 

persons , and people in religious life who were executed.  We will show two films at 

social night to commemorate. 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Black_History.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Black_History.htm
https://www.meetup.com/Elmira-gay-lesbian-bisexual-trans-str8-social-group/events/268898917/
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule 
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM – 380 W. First St. Parson-
age/Monastery .  Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26  is our con-
tact name.  Sign on by 10:15 AM. 
Syracuse Worship- looking for a host in Syracuse. For more 

information Click Here. 

Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parson-
age /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26 is our 
contact name.  Sign on by 6:15 PM.  Click Here. 
** to call the Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374* 

Visitors:  Please feel free to fill out the information slip below 

and place it in the collection plate.  Please indicate any special 

needs you may have.  All information will be used for church 

purposes only. 

Name:  _________________ 
Phone:__________________ 

Email Address:  ______________________ 

___I would like to be included on the church Email list. 

___I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor. 

Policy Concerning Minors at Events 

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth 

and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We 

endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all 

children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at 

Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our 

web site;  http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm. 

Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return. 

NOTE:  On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony 

and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II 

retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name 

in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict. 

The Chapel is open daily from about 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM most 

days of the year.   When the door  is unlocked the public is welcome 

to come in and pray, read a book, meditate, read Scriptures, and 

enjoy the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  Visitors are invited 

to use the kneelers or sit in the chair or couch of their choice.  

Please maintain holy silence in the chapel. 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Location.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm
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Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose 

 

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith 
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to: 

 

• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation 
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual 
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry 
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their fami-
lies and friends, 

 

• declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex 
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are 
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy 
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and het-
erosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own 
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the 
world, 

 

• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian  
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break 
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

 

• change the world around us by living Gospel principles of 
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms 
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and 
misogyny,  
 

• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return  
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community 
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and 
peace for all God’s People and the universe. 

—————————————————————— 

Visit us on line: 

Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com 
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs 

————Scripture verses to share with others:——— 

 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.. 
 

John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have 
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to 
life already. 
 

Romans 10:13  “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
       (repeated @ Joel 2:32;  Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.   
 “Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quot-
ed, so all persons who call on God shall be saved. 
 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

(Isaiah 43:19 ESV) 
“Behold, I make all things new.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com
http://www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs

